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UPDATE ON EMSA’S ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF OIL SPILL DISPERSANTS 
 
 

1. TECHNICAL CORRESPONDENCE GROUP ON DISPERSANTS (TCG DISPERSANTS) 
 
The Technical Correspondence Group on Dispersants (TCG Dispersants) was established in 
2012 as part of the Rolling Work Programme of the Consultative Technical Group for Marine 
Pollution Preparedness and Response (CTG MPPR), to closer address issues linked to the 
use of oil spill dispersants in Europe. The group comprises of 29 members from 18 countries 
and EMSA. 
 
The TCG Dispersants has two main tasks: 
 

a) To conduct a literature review of dispersant related documents addressing varied 
aspects of the dispersants applications during the Deepwater Horizon incident 
response. The review of the 50 identified documents has already been completed by 
the TCG and a report summarising the outcome of this literature review has been 
developed. The report is currently being reviewed by the CTG MPPR and is expected 
to be published in the coming months.   
 

b) To look into the existing scientific and operational aspects of current dispersant 
testing procedures in Europe, in view of identifying similarities/differences and 
exploring options towards a more harmonised approach or mutual acceptance of 
such dispersant testing procedures in Europe. This does not necessarily imply the 
agreement of all EU Member States/EFTA coastal States on a single approach; it 
could assist however countries to develop or revise their dispersant testing policies 
and facilitate reducing further diversification of dispersant testing procedures in the 
EU, at the Member States’ discretion. 

 
In view of addressing its second task a working meeting of the TCG Dispersants members is 
scheduled to be held on 19 February 2014 at EMSA.  

 
 

2. DISPERSANT USAGE EVALUATION TOOL (DUET) 
 
The European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) is tasked with facilitating a better 
understanding of the use of oil spill dispersants in Europe, through the dissemination of 
information and the development of decision support tools in the field of marine pollution 
preparedness and response.  The choice of oil spill response method used during an oil spill 
always rests with the affected state. 
 
EMSA has recently updated its Dispersant Usage Evaluation Tool (DUET), a tool developed 
in 2009 to assist EU Member States in the contingency planning process of dispersant use. 
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DUET consists of:  

 A three-dimensional numeric model to simulate oil spills with dispersant applications 
that allows a quantitative comparison of these response options with different levels 
of effectiveness of the dispersant and timing of its application. Among other functions, 
the model estimates the water concentrations of naturally- and chemically-dispersed 
oil and dissolved hydrocarbons, as well as the surface area impacted by floating oil.  

 Data on various types of crude and refined oils and an extensive document section 
that includes the guidance manual to DUET, the Manual on the Applicability of Oil 
Spill Dispersants and a number of scientific and technical papers on dispersant usage 
as well as information on oil weathering and dispersant effectiveness. 

 
DUET is intended for use by pollution response experts and can provide support for decision-
making and for contingency planning purposes regarding the use of dispersants in an oil 
spill. It can also be used during oil spill response training, drills and exercises.  It should be 
noted that the model system as implemented in DUET is not designed to be a trajectory 
model for the purpose of forecasting the movements of oil and planning the placement of 
response measures during an actual incident. Instead it is designed to gain an understanding 
of the fate and behaviour of dispersed oil, including the concentration and duration of the 
dispersed oil plume.  
 
Training on this updated version of DUET was conducted at EMSA in September 2013 with 
the appointed national experts from European countries and the updated DUET was 
distributed to the EU Member States in December 2013. In support of the tool’s use, a 
dedicated email address has been established at EMSA (DUET@emsa.europa.eu) to which 
DUET users are invited to write for any questions or additional feedback regarding the tool.  
The Agency aims to continue working on further enhancing the DUET in the next couple of 
years and a second DUET training for national experts is expected in 2015. 
 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided.  
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